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A recent recipient of the college’s annual Award for Teaching 
Excellence, Sturgeon is described as enthusiastic, compassionate, 
knowledgeable, and dedicated in student critiques submitted for 
the competition. The winners are selected by a faculty committee 
of the Academic Senate based on student nominations, ratings and 
reviews. 

“Caring and committed instructors with the knowledge and 
engaging methods of Judge Sturgeon are what makes Cuyamaca a 

special place to learn,” said 
President Mark J. Zacovic. “Their 
contributions to students are 
immeasurable.”
By his estimation, Sturgeon has 
taught some 2,000 students over 
the years, two of whom he’s sworn 
in as attorneys. With a penchant 
for the Socratic method, he is 
Prof. Kingsfield – minus the 
imperious persona played to the 
hilt by actor John Houseman -- 
with a hint of Perry Mason 
dramatics. As he teaches, Sturgeon 

stalks the room, suddenly stopping with a punch to the air to 
highlight a key point in his lecture. His voice rises as he interjects a 
courtroom story to lend a real-life relevance to a legal concept.  
“He’s awesome,” student Amy Cazares said. “The stories he tells 
make it easier for me to understand.”

Sturgeon said he is constantly impressed by the commitment 
shown by his students, especially since most are older students who 
put in an eight-hour workday before coming to class. He recalls a 
particular student – a working mother – who rode a bus from Chula 
Vista to take his class.

He laughs when reminded that he also fits teaching into his 
busy schedule as a Superior Court judge.  “I always learn something 

NEWSLETTER
LOCAL MAGISTRATE TRADES BENCH FOR CLASSROOM 

LECTERN IN COMMUNITY COLLEGE NIGHT CLASS
News Release from Della Elliott, Advancement and Communications Office, 

Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District 
Cuyamaca College instructor Eddie Sturgeon works his classroom like an attorney working a jury.  Not 

surprising, considering the 15 years he spent practicing criminal law before being appointed to a judgeship 
in1988. By day, he is the supervising judge of the East County Division of San Diego Superior Court. Two 
nights a week, he teaches classes in criminal law and civil litigation at Cuyamaca, a post he’s held since the 
paralegal program started in 1992.

Upcoming Events

Calendar
April 11 
Estate Planning and Probate Section
12:15 – 1:15 p.m.

Law Office of Nancy Kaupp Ewin, Esq. 8166 
La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa

Speaker and Topic TBA

 

April 16
Family Law and Civil Litigation Sections
12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

Ronald Reagan Community Center, 195 East 
Douglas Avenue, El Cajon

Topic: “Evidentiary Objections - and Other 
Practical Trial Skill Pointers" 

Speaker: Honorable Robert J. Trentacosta

 

April 22
Civil Litigation Section
12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

BJ’s Restaurant, Grossmont Center, La Mesa

Topic: “Avoiding Employee Wage Claims”

Speaker: Michael Freeland, Esq.

 

May 1
Law Day - Free Legal Clinic
10:00 - 2:00

East County Regional Center - Law Library

250 East Main Street, 1st Floor, El Cajon
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LAW DAY 2013
By Carolyn R. Brock, Esq. 

On May 1, 2013, the Foothills Bar Association will again 
partner with the San Diego County Law Library East 
County Branch to hold a free legal clinic in celebration of 
Law Day, which is May 1, 2013.   The free legal clinic will be 
held at the East County Regional Center in the Law Library 
on the first floor from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

We are in need of Foothills Bar members who are 
willing to volunteer an hour or two that day to meet with 
individual members of the public to discuss their legal 
questions and concerns.  There is always a large demand for 
attorneys experienced in bankruptcy (consumer), real estate 
matters (including foreclosure) and family. 

This event is a great way to give back to your local 
community!  If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
Carolyn R. Brock at Carolyn@crbrocklaw.com.  

from my students and it’s a way for me to keep in touch 
with the younger generation,” Sturgeon said. “It’s a two-way 
street. I once had a student ask me a very insightful 
question that probably changed the way I viewed a 
particular issue relating to family law.”

One only has to peer out the window of Sturgeon’s 
fourth-floor courthouse office to get a sense of his deep 
East County roots.  He can point out the first schools he 
attended: Ballantyne Elementary, El Cajon Valley Junior 
High School and -- if you crane your neck a bit – El Cajon 
Valley High School.

He still resides in East County with his wife of 25 years 
with whom he had three sons, all college-aged. He hopes 
one pursues a legal career, much like he encourages his 
students to continue on to law school. 

“No matter what you’re going to do, you can always use 
a law degree in any field,” he said. “Community college is an 
excellent place to start. You’re going to see the practical 
side of the profession and it will help determine if you’re 
really interested.”

It is the end of a lunch hour at the El Cajon Courthouse 
and attorneys are filing back into Sturgeon’s courtroom. He 
slips on his robe, exits his chambers and gavels court back 
in session. It’s another afternoon of legal jousting. And 
more stories to tell his students.

Family Law Settlement Panel
Date Temporary Judge

April 3 Charles Schmidt

  John McCabe

  Marilyn Bierer

  Timothy McDermott

  Georgia Williams

April 10 Judi Sanzo

  John Schweitzer

  Gary Glauser

  David Schulman

  Solveig Duprey

  Marc Shular

April 17 Dawn DellAcqua

  John Schweitzer

  Cynthia Baker

  Christine DeSantis

  Garrison Klueck

  Steven Merker

Newsletter Advertising 
Rates

Business Card size: 
$25.00 for two months

$125.00 for twelve months
(Includes publication in annual attorney 

directory)

mailto:Carolyn@crbrocklaw.com
mailto:Carolyn@crbrocklaw.com
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WELCOME TO THE SAN DIEGO LAW 
LIBRARY, EL CAJON LOCATION

By Benita Ghura, Librarian
Dear Foothills Bar Association Members:
Welcome to the El Cajon location of the San Diego Law Library. We are located on the first floor inside 

the El Cajon Courthouse and our doors are open to you and to the El Cajon community. Whether you are a 
solo practitioner or a law firm partner, the law library is an invaluable resource for conducting legal research. 

Here are some of the resources we have available:
• Free access to Lexis, Westlaw Classic, Westlaw Next, CEB OnLaw and VerdictSearch.
• Free access to California petitions and briefs filed with the California Supreme Court and the 

California Court of Appeals.
• Document Delivery Service: Need a case, citation or a particular section of a practice treatise? Give us 

a call and for a small fee we will email the information to you.
• Free use of the conference room: Need to consult with a client, hold a settlement conference or 

deposition? El Cajon’s conference room can be reserved with a credit card, we do not charge your 
credit card; it is only for reservation purposes.

• Monthly MCLE classes: The Law Library is an approved MCLE provider and we offer monthly 
MCLE classes at the El Cajon location.

• Self-study MCLE cds: Obtain all your self-study credits for free.
Feedback and your thoughts or suggestions are greatly appreciated. If there is a service or resource you 

would like to see the El Cajon location offer, please feel free to call us at: 619-441-4451. 
In addition to these resources, this year, we are happy to celebrate Law Day in partnership with the 

Foothills Bar Association. I would like to thank Carolyn 
Brock for partnering with us to provide a free legal clinic 
to the public on May 1st from 10-2pm. I am also excited 
to announce that Judge Roger Krauel is partnering with us 
for Law Day. Further details will be coming up soon on 
our website: www.sandiegolawlibrary.org.

Contact or visit the El Cajon location at: 
250 E. Main Street, 1st Floor
El Cajon, CA 92020
T: 619-441-4451
www.sandiegolawlibrary.org

The San Diego Law Library, East County Branch, frequently sponsors MCLE programs.
The next scheduled program is “The U.S. Housing Crisis: Current Developments and Lessons Learned” 

with speaker Gary Laturno, Esq. on April 18 from 1:00 - 2:00. See attached program flyer for details. 

http://www.sandiegolawlibrary.org
http://www.sandiegolawlibrary.org
http://www.sandiegolawlibrary.org
http://www.sandiegolawlibrary.org


DATE 

April 18, 2013 

 

TIME 

1:00 - 2:00 pm 

 

LOCATION 

El Cajon 

250 E. Main St 

El Cajon 

92020 

 

COST 

$10 

About the Program:  This one hour presentation will cover 

the current developments in the U. S. Housing Crisis       

including: tax issues, changes in the law, the Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau and the new Fannie & 

Freddie short sale guidelines.  

  

 Panelists / Speaker info: 

.    Gary Laturno, President & General Counsel,  Laturno 

Kuick Realty 

 

 

THE U.S. HOUSING CRISIS: CURRENT   

DEVELOPMENTS & LESSONS LEARNERD 

 

More Information and Registration:  

http://housingcrisis2013apr18.eventbrite.com/, 

call 619-531-3900, or scan  

The San Diego Law Library presents a Speaker’s Bureau         

Program featuring 

GARY LATURNO, ESQ. 

MCLE:  1 hour General Participatory MCLE credit available  
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GROSSMONT COLLEGE’S “FRIENDS 
OF MUSIC” THIRD ANNUAL GALA

By Ron Oberndorfer, Esq.  
On Saturday, May 11, the Friends of Music’s Third Annual Gala in support of the Grossmont Symphony 

Orchestra and Master Chorale will be held at the Cuyamaca College Student Center.  We all get inundated 
with invitations to events, but I’d appreciate it if you would give this one some extra consideration. My 
firm and I support this event because we support the arts, especially in East County, but also because my 
wife, Lisa, is president of Grossmont College’s Friends of Music, which is under our Foundation’s auspices.  
This event helps fund the fabulous music programs Grossmont Symphony Orchestra, Grossmont Master 
Chorale, and their offshoot groups offer to our entire community, at various locations throughout the 
county.  Their programs help make our colleges and district famous! Anyone who has attended any of the 
performances would agree.  If you are available and so inclined, your attendance would be very much 
appreciated. The cost is nominal. There is an auction and, of course, entertainment. Tickets can be 
ordered on line at: http://grossmontsymphony.tix.com.  Please see the attached flyer for more information.  

CIVIL LITIGATION SECTION MCLE UPDATE
By Cheryl Stengel, Esq.

On Monday, April 22, 2013, the Civil Section will present the MCLE program, “Avoiding Employee Wage 
Claims”, with speaker, Michael Freeland, Esq.  The program will be from 12:00 noon to 1:15 p.m. at BJ's 
Restaurant in Grossmont Center in La Mesa.  

The program will focus on issues and recent legal developments relevant to the small employer’s 
perspective.  These will include proper classification of employees, written policies regarding rest and meal 
breaks, proper recording of employee’s work hours, overtime determination and on-call overtime, 
commission/bonus payments and appropriate deductions from pay.

 Mr. Freeland represents and counsels employers and employees of all types in private sector/government 
matters such as: wage and hour, wrongful termination, employment discrimination, potential job loss/
discipline, sexual harassment, defamation, and claims for unemployment benefits.  

This program has been approved for 1.0 hour of MCLE general credit by the State Bar of California.

Foothills Bar Association Notice of Board Meeting: 
The Foothills Bar Association Board of Directors meets on the third Tuesday of each month. The next 
meetings will be April 16, 2013 and May 21, 2013 at the office of Clayton Anderson & Associates at 8220 

University Avenue, 2nd Floor, La Mesa, CA 91942. Meetings begin at 4:45 p.m. and continue until 
business is completed. If you want your voice to be heard in policy discussion and upcoming events 

planning or would simply like to learn more about the organization, your attendance is welcome.

The Family Court needs settlement conference judges. Please volunteer and share your expertise.
Contact Kelly Fabros at 619-456-4065 or Kelly.Fabros@SDCourt.CA.Gov.

http://grossmontsymphony.tix.com
http://grossmontsymphony.tix.com
mailto:Kelly.Fabros@SDCourt.CA.Gov.
mailto:Kelly.Fabros@SDCourt.CA.Gov.


 

 
 

 
 
  

FOOTHILLS BAR ASSOCIATION’S  
FAMILY LAW AND CIVIL LITIGATION SECTIONS 

present a JOINT MCLE 
 

Tuesday, April 16, 2013 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

 
LOCATION: 

 
Ronald Reagan Community Center  

195 East Douglas Avenue  
El Cajon, CA 92020 

TOPIC: 

“Evidentiary Objections – and Other Practical 
Trial Skill Pointers” 

 
SPEAKER:  

 
The Honorable Robert J. Trentacosta 
Presiding Judge of the San Diego Superior Court 

 
COSTS: 

*Free for Members of the Foothills Bar Association
*$10.00 for Non-Members or Guests.

 

 
This presentation qualifies for one unit (one credit hour) toward California 

Minimum Continuing Legal Education. 
 

For questions, please contact Will Hannosh at (619) 244‐9835 or 
Williamthelitigator@gmail.com   
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OFFICERS
President ! ! ! Bradley Schuber! bschuber@a-k.com! ! ! 619-589-8800
Vice President! ! Keith Jones ! ! kjones9001@gmail.com! ! 619-462-6220
Treasurer ! ! ! Mark R. Raftery ! mraftery@epsten.com! ! ! 858-527-0111
Secretary ! ! ! Cheryl L. Stengel! cs@debtsd.com!! ! ! 619-233-1727
Immediate Past President! Carolyn R. Brock ! carolyn@crbrocklaw.com! ! 619-741-0233

DIRECTORS
! ! ! Lauri Croce! ! lcroce@a-khoa.com! ! ! 619-589-8800
! ! ! Nancy Ewin! ! nancy@nkewinlaw.com!! ! 619-698-1788
! ! ! William Hannosh! whannosh@gmail.com! ! ! 619-579-4200
! ! ! Mark R. Raftery ! mraftery@epsten.com! ! ! 858-527-0111
! ! ! Kim Marie Staron! kstaron@lawinsandiego.com! ! 619-574-8000
! !

REPRESENTATIVES
! ! ! Sheryl S. Graf, SDCBA ! ! ! ! ! 619-440-5716
! ! ! Judy M. Marolt, Lawyers Club! ! ! ! ! 619-442-1857

SECTION CHAIRS/MEMBERS
FAMILY LAW: ! ! Will Hannosh
CIVIL LITIGATION: ! Cheryl Stengel, Mark R. Raftery
ESTATE PLANNING: ! Nancy Kaupp Ewin, Carolyn R. Brock

COMMITTEES
ADVERTISING ! ! Chair: !Nancy Kaupp Ewin
LAW DAY ! ! Chair: !Carolyn R. Brock
HARD-TO-GET ! ! Chair: !Keith Jones

       CREDITS SEMINAR
MEMBERSHIP ! ! Chair: !Lauri Croce
ADDRESS CHANGES ! Chair:! Lauri Croce

2013 FBA OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, 
SECTION CHAIRS & COMMITTEES

mailto:bschuber@a-k.com
mailto:bschuber@a-k.com
mailto:kjones9001@gmail.com
mailto:kjones9001@gmail.com
mailto:mraftery@epsten.com
mailto:mraftery@epsten.com
mailto:cs@debtsd.com
mailto:cs@debtsd.com
mailto:carolyn@crbrocklaw.com
mailto:carolyn@crbrocklaw.com
mailto:lcroce@a-khoa.com
mailto:lcroce@a-khoa.com
mailto:nancy@nkewinlaw.com
mailto:nancy@nkewinlaw.com
mailto:jlhughesesq@gmail.com
mailto:jlhughesesq@gmail.com
mailto:mraftery@epsten.com
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mailto:kstaron@lawinsandiego.com
mailto:kstaron@lawinsandiego.com
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Addressee Name
4321 First Street
Anytown, State 54321

Foothills Bar Association 
P.O. Box 1077 
El Cajon, CA 92022

SUBMISSIONS
Your submissions are welcome! Send articles, letters, flyers, and other non-advertising submissions 
to Cheryl Stengel at cs@debtsd.com.

ADDRESS CHANGES
Send change of address or telephone number to Lauri Croce, Esq.	
at Lcroce@a-khoa.com or 
619-589-8800, Extension 301.

mailto:cs@debtsd.com
mailto:cs@debtsd.com
mailto:Lcroce@a-khoa.com
mailto:Lcroce@a-khoa.com

